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1. A method of performing firt.^nf^al processing in a compui!er> comprising; 

(a) accessing account, event and organi^arion atDabutcs 6om yoatabase accessible by the 
computer, wherein: (1) the account attributes comprise data about accounts being measured, (2) the 
event attributes comprise data about account-related transaction^ and (3) the organisation attributes 
comprise data about the organization's financial status; 

(b) perfonning one or more proficability calcularion/in the computer using the account, 
event and organization attributes accessed &om the datal^se, as well as one or more profit factors 
and one or more rules, wherein the* profitability calcuktions include: 

Profit = Net Interest Revenue (NIR)y 
4- Other Revenue (OR) 
Direct Exptinse (DE) 
Indirect Expense | 
Risk Provision (RKf 

(c) wherein the Indirect Expens/ comprises costs not related to the accounts diat are 
apportioned among all of the accoimcB in one or more groups. 

2. The method of cmm 1, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned among all o£ 
the accotmts using the orgam2afion atmbutes that are nor related direcdy to tlie accoimts. 



3. The method! of claim 1, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned among aU of 
the accoimts using one of a phirality of apportionment methods. 

4. The inethod of claim 1, wherein the Indirect Expense are apportioned among all of 
the accounts usingf a plurality of apportionment mediods. 



group. 



5, / The method of claim 1> wherein an account may be associated witli more than one 



The method of rW\m wherein a group may be associated with more than one 



accov 
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein any unallocated Imlixect Expense is apportioned to 
an empty group. 

8. The method of ckim 1 , wherein the Indirect/E ^ensc (IH(^} for ctn account <i- 
comprises: 



{ 



eA(J£) 

IE{a,)= X 

k 



J 




\ I J 

wherein lE,^ is an apportioned amount of IE assojfiated with group k, A(IEJ is a group of accounts 
associated with lE^ F(IE,^ is an apportbmnent Ade associated with group k, IE^(a) is the amount 
apportioned to account a in group k, and IE(ayis the total Indirect Expense apportioned to account 



9- The method of ckbn 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a balance-based 
apportionment, 

to. The method of claim a), wherein the balance-based apportionment comprises: 



FUE )(h)^JE * Current Balance of a 

/ * J](Current Balance of a j) 



summed over all in group k. 

1 1 . The method of ckim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a count-based 
apportionment. 

12. The meth<^d of claim 11, wherein the count-based apportionment comprises: 

1 



F{IE,)ia) = IE,^ 



{count of a in A(IEj^ )) 



for all a^ in group L 



1 3- The method of claim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a revenue-based 
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apporuonment. 




14. \ The method of claim 13, wheiein the revenue-based apportionment comprises: 

NIR(a)-\'OR(a) 



J 



summed over in group k. 




15. TUe method of daim 8, wherein the appoxdonment rule comprises a transaction 
count apportionmtat. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein die transaction count apportionment comprises: 

F(IE, = IE, * '"^^ rransactionsia) 

2j.coumof rransactionsia j)) 

/ 

for a tcansaction type, and summed over in group k. 

17. The memod of daim 8, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a transaction 
amount apportionment. 

18. The methoa of claim 17, wherein the transaction amount apportionment comprises: 

^(countof trai%sactions{a)) 

2^^j|rgi ^^A^ — ^ tnrtytQdlitint Over th£ p&rit>d 

* * S {count of transactions {a f)) 

J rransaedons aver the period 

for a transaction type» and summed over in a group k. 

19. TTie method of claim 8, wherein the apportionment role comprises a Direct Expense 
apportionment. 



20- The method of claim wherein the Direct Expense apportionment comprises: 

DEja) 



F{IE);)(a) = IE,^ 



-4- 

Received from < +13106418798 > at 1011 1/02 2:06:07 PM [Eastern DaySglit Time] 



G&C 30145.394-US-Ol 



10-t 1-2002 11 :10AM FROyi-Gates & Cooper LLP 



413106418798 



T-493 P. 008/022 F-469 



summed over a| in a group k. 

21. The mpthod of riflim 8, wherein die appordonmeut rule comprises a nonnalia^ed 
appDrtionmcrLt. 





22. The method of clnim 1, wherein die costs are amortized over rime using an 
amordzarion mediod selected feora a group comptismg: (1) straight line> (2) declining balance, and 
(3) interest tate. 

23. A system for financial processing, comprising: 
a computer; 

logiC) performed bv the computer, for: 

(a) accessing account, event and organization atcribuces from a database accessible by 
the computer, wherein: (1) die account attributes comprise data about accounts being 
measured, (2) the event attributes comprise data about account-related transacdonSi and (3) 
the organizarion attnnuies comprise data about die organisation's financial status; 

(b) petfoiminaone or mote profitability calcukdons in die computer using the 
account, event and organization attributes accessed from die database, as well as one or 
more profit factors andpne or more rules, whereia the profitability calculations include: 

Profit = l^et Interest Revenue (NIR) 
ler Revenue (OR) 
Diect Expense (DE) 
Incurect Expense (IE) 
: Provision (EG?) 

(c) wherein the Indiiect Expense comprises costs not related to the accounts that are 
apportioned among all of th^ accounts m one or more groups. 



24. The system of daim 2p, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned among all of 
die accounts using the organization atipbuces that are not related dirccdy to the accounts. 

25, The system of claim 23, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned among all of 
die accounts using one of a plurality of apportionment methods. 
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26. The system of rUim 23, whereii the Indirect Expanse are apportioned among all of 
the accouots using a plurality of apporriooment methods. 




group. 



27, The system of r]<i\m 23, whecein an account may associated with moie than one 



28. The system of H^inn 23> wherein a group may be associated wida more than one 



account. 




29. The system of claim 2p, wherein any unallocated Indirect Expense is apportioned to 
an empty group. 

30. The system of claiilfi 23, wherein the Indixect Exrpense (1E(b^) for an account a; 
comprises: 



I Of e A{f£) 



IE, 



J 



wherein lEt is an apportionaa amount of IE associated with group It, A(IE]s) h a group of accounts 
associated with lE^ F(IEfc) an apportionment rule associated with gtoup k, IE|^(a) is the amount 
apportioned to account a ia group k, and lE(a) is the total Indirect E^cpense apportioned to account 



31. The systein of claim 30, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a balance-based 
app ortionment. 



32. The sys|em of claim 3l> wherein the balance-based apportionment comprises: 

Current Balance of a _ 



F{IE,Xa) = IE,^ 



^(Current Balance of aj) 



summed over all a^ in poup L 
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33. The system of ckim 30, wherein the ^portLonment rule comprises a count-ba^ed 
appordonment. 

34. The system of ckim 33, whetein the count-based appordonment comprises: 

1 



F{IE,){a) = IE 



{count of a in A{IEf^ )) 



for all aj in group k. 




35. The system of daim 30, wjiexein the apportionment rule comprises a revenue-based 
apporriomneat. 

36. The system of daim SSjAvherein. the revenue-based apportionment comprises; 

NIR{a)^OR{a) 



XiNmiaj)^OR(iaj)) 



summed over aj in group k. 



37. The syst£:m of clairp 30, wherein the appomonment rule comprises a transaction 
coxint apporrionment. 

38. The system of cl^im 37, wherein the transacdon count appordonmeat comprises: 

count of ttansactions{a) 



^^{countof transactions{a j)) 



for a transacdon type, and surnmed over a| in group k. 

39. The system of claim 30^ wherein the apporrionment rule comprises a transaction 
amount apportionmenc 



40. The system fof daim 39, wherein the transacdon amotmt apportionment comprises: 
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i-r/ tr:* \/ \ Tr> A traiuactiofa over ths period 

F(m^)(a) = lE^ 



^{count of rransactionsia)) 



^ ^{countif transaciions(aj)) 

J irantactUm ever die psrloi 




for a transaction type, and smruned ovet aj in 3 giX)up 

41. The system of rW^m 30, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a Direct Expense 
apportionment. 

42. The system of ch'ttn 41 , whereixi pe Direct Expense apporrionmenc comprises: 

DEia) 



F(IE,)(a)iIE,^ 




summed over a^ in a group k. 



42, (CANCELLED) The system p£ claim 30, wherein the apportionment rule comprises 
normalized appoidotunent. 



3 



43. The system of claim 42, wherein the costs are amorti2ed over rime using an 
amortisation method selected from group comprising: (1) straight line, (2) declining balance^ and 
(3) interest rate. 



44. An axude of mai^ufacture embodying logic for performing financial processing in a 
computer, comprising: 

(a) accessing account, dvcnt and organization attributes £com a database accessible by die 
computer, wherein: (1) the actount attributes comprise data about accounts being measured, (2) the 
event attributes comprise dap about account-related transactions^ and (3) the organi^tion attributes 
comprise data about die orcpinization's financial status; 

(b) performing on&ot more profitability calculations in the computer using the account, 
event and organization atmbures accessed firom the database, as well as one or more profit factors 
and one or more rules, wherein the profitability calculations include: 

Profit = I)iet Interest Revenue (NTIR) 
)ther Revenue (OR) 
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Ditect Expens^ (DE) 
Indirect Expedse (IE) 
Risk PtDvisiori (RP) 

(c) wherein the Indirect Expiise comprises costs not related to the accounts that are 
apportioned among ail of the accounts in one or more groups. 



45. Hie article of mam 
among all of the accovmts using the 
accounts. 



46. The article of man 
among all of the accounts using oni 



LU ^acture of daim 44, wherein die Indirect Expense is apportioned 
of a pluraht7 of apportionment meihods. 



47. The article 
apportioned among aU of the 



Lcture of daim 44, wherein the Indirect Expense is apportioned 
organization acoibutes that are not related direcdy to the 



of man\#acture of claim 44, wherein the Indirect Expense are 
accojtmts using a plurality of apportionment methods. 



48, The article of manu lcture of claim 44, wherein an account may be associated with 
more than one group. 



49. The article of manufacture of claim 44, ^x^herein a group may be associated with 
more than one account 

50. The article of manuficrore of daim 44, wherein any unallocated Indirect Expense is 
apportioned to an empty group. 



51 . The article of manufacture of daim 44, wherein the Indirect Expense (IE(ai)) for an 
account a^ comprises: 



Y,F{IE,){aj) 



wherein lEt is an apportioned amount of IE associated with gxoi^ k, A(IE^) is a group of accounts 
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associated with lE^ F(IEJ is an appoxdonment rule associated with group k, IEfc(a) is the amount 
apportioned to account a in group k, and IE(a) k the fi6tal Indirect E5q>ense apportioned to account 



52. The article of roanufacture of dainySl, wherein the apporrionmcnc rule comprises a 
balance-based appoitionment- 

53, The ardcle of manu&cture of ^^p^ 52, wherein the balance-based apporrionment 
comprises: 



Current Balance of a 
^{Current Balance of aj) 



summed ovec aU a| in group k. 



54, The article of manufacn^e of claim 51, wherein the apportionment rule comprises a 
count-based apporrionment. 

55. The article of manu^cture of r^^im 54, wherein the coimu-based apportionment 
comprises: 

Fim,)ia) = IE,^' 



(count of a in A^IE^ )) 



for all aj in group k. 



56. The arricle of manufacture of claim 51, wherein die apportionment rule comprises a 
revenue-based apportionment. 

57. The article of tnanufacture of r\a\nn 56, whetein the revenue-based apportionment 
comprises: 



FOE Ya^-IE ' NIR(a)^ORia) 



summed over aj in gsbup k. 
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58. The article of manufacture of claim 51, whereiii the apporrionment rule comprises a 
transaction count apportionment. 

59. The article of manufacture of claim 58, whpein the transaction count apportionmenr 
comprises: 

^ count ojf transactionsja) 



F{IE,){a)^IE, 



^{countEf transactions{aj)) 



for a transaction type, and summed ovct aj in group^ 

60. The article of manufacture of claim 51, wherein the ^porrionment rule comprises a 
transaction amount apportionment. 

61. The article of manufacture of/Jaim 60, wherein the tnuosaction amount 
apportionmtint comprises: 



F{IE,m='IE, 



^(countof transactions{d)) 

iSAct lohs over- the period 

^{countof trcmsactionsia j)) 



for a transaction type^ and summed o-oet a^ ia a group k 

62. The article of manufacture of claira 51, wherein the apporrionment rule comprises a 
Direct Expense appordonment. 



63. The article of i 
comprises: 



lufacture of ^l^ini 62, wherein the Direct E3q>ense apportionment 



F{IE,)ia) = IE, 



. ma) 

J 



summed over aj in a group k. 



64. The article of manufacnue of claim 51, wherein the apportioorDcat rule comprises a 
nonnalized appordomneac 
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65. The article of maQufecture of claim 44, wherein the costs are amoiti2cd over rime 
using an amortization method selected &om a group comprising: (1) straight line, (2) declining 
balance, and (3) interest rate. 




\J apporti 



LP f^tit- system of c}£iim 30, wherein the apportionment ruk compiises a normalized 

apportionmenL 
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